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Body paragraphs should have a MINIMUM of two sentences for each of these three categories: exposition, example, and explanation.  Of course, experienced writers will produce paragraphs with more sentences in each category and with sentences that overlap categories.  An explanation for writing basic paragraphs follows.

Exposition sentences state your claim(s) or sub-claim(s).  They introduce ideas and tell us why they are important.  These sentences provide an answer to the question asked.  Think of exposition sentences as yellow.  For instance, an exposition sentence might appear as follows:


The second criterion I used to evaluate the argument was organization.

Example sentences provide support for the exposition.  Think of example sentences as pink.  For instance, an example sentence might appear as follows:


The author created a transition between the first and second sub-claims by stating, “In addition to reducing pollution, a bus system would provide employment opportunities for students.”

Explanation sentences explain how your example(s) illustrate your exposition.  These sentences show readers how you got from Point A to Point B.  Think of example sentences as blue.  For instance, an explanation sentence might appear as follows:


This author’s transition indicates to readers that she has finished discussing pollution and now is moving on to the next sub-claim.  The transition also serves to remind readers of the sub-claims that were introduced in the thesis.   



EXPOSITION


Approximately 2-5 sentences


(What is the point? Why is it relevant?)





EXAMPLE


Approximately 2-3 sentences


(Facts from observation or research)





EXPLANATION


Approximately 2-6 sentences


(Links facts to point and explains its significance.  Also may include scenarios as illustrations of significance.)





NOTE:


The best paragraphs, when analyzed and highlighted, are mostly blue.








