For CETL Webpage, here is a "Writing Seminar" procedure I learned from a visit to Evergreen State College.  I use the procedure in Math Seminar I (Mth496), a 1-hour course in which students plan and learn the expectations for their senior research projects. I know the English Department often uses this type of seminar, and should be able to add much to this discussion.

Here is the writing seminar procedure:  

1. Assign a paper (1-2 pages work best). I always have specific questions for the students to address based on a reading. 

2. Select a small group of students (maybe 3-5 for a 50-minute class) to have their papers "seminared" during the next class session. These students will bring enough copies of their papers to distribute to all class members.  (Everyone else brings just one to turn in.) 

3. (During the next class session) One selected student distributes copies of his/her paper to the class, and reads his/her paper out loud.  Then, 

a. the other class members are given time (5 minutes or so) to write comments on "What's good" and "what needs improvement" (Class members will be graded on the quality of their comments) 

b. the class discusses the "good/needs improvement" aspects of the paper, and hand the papers with comments back to the author (5 minutes or so)

c. the author edits according to critiques and hands in a final draft to the instructor by the subsequent class session, along with all the copies with classmates' comments.

4. The process above in 3 is repeated with the other selected students.

Things to note:

· A discussion about trust within the class and the need for honest and critical -- yet civil -- critique is helpful before this exercise.

· Instructor sets specific times for the "writing comments" and "discussion" part of the seminar.  It's important to stick to these in order to get through the selected students.

· Instructor can participate, but it's best to go last.  Students will usually make the same suggestions and comments.

· Instructor may want to encourage comments from "wallflowers" or try to keep the comments on-message, but otherwise can sit back and listen.

· Classmate comments are written in two-column form ("What's good", "What needs improvement") directly on the copy of the student's paper.
