Physics 314

Lab Report Rubric

	
	Unacceptable
	Needs Improvement
	Good
	Excellent

	Content

	Objectives
	There are no stated objectives for doing the experiment.
	Objectives are implied, but the reader must reconstruct them from the text.
	All objectives are obvious, but not all are given in a clear statement.


	The main objectives of the experiment are clearly stated.

	Background
	No significant context is given.
	Superficial context is provided.
	Context is given, providing at least place in history or connection to important theory.
	Context is given:

· place in history;

· connection to important theory;
Enough detail to be understood by intro student.

	Theory
	No significant discussion of theory is given.
	Theory is discussed, but important points are missing or mistakes are present.
	Important theory is discussed correctly.  Derivations of important equations are summarized.
	All relevant theory is discussed correctly.  Derivations are detailed enough for intro student.

	Experimental Procedure
	 No description of apparatus, materials, and procedure.
	Apparatus, materials, and procedure are described, but there are significant missing elements.
	Apparatus and materials are described completely.  General procedure is described.
	Apparatus and materials are described completely.  Appropriate figures are used. Procedure is detailed enough to allow replication.



	Results and Discussion
	Description and discussion of data is missing.
	Data is described incompletely.  Uncertainties are not discussed.
	Data is described.  Experimental uncertainties are discussed. 
	Data is described: words/graphs/tables.

Thorough discussion of exp. uncertainty.  Appropriate comparisons with theory.  Implications are explored. All objectives are addressed. 



	Research tools and sources
	Only one kind of source is used.  No peer-reviewed sources are used.


	Multiple kinds of sources are used.


	Multiple kinds of sources are used.  Some are peer-reviewed.


	There is evidence of using multiple kinds of  sources.  The majority of sources used are peer-reviewed.


	Structure

	Organization
	It is impossible to recognize the different sections.
	While all sections are present, it is difficult to follow.  Formatting guidelines are not followed
	All sections are present. Structure is clear. Appropriate figures /tables used.  Concluding discussion is primarily a restatement of the introduction. Formatting guidelines used.
	All Good criteria are present. There are good transitions. The concluding discussion is substantive.  



	Paragraphing
	Sentences in a paragraph are not all related.
	Sentences in a paragraph are related but there is no obvious topic sentence
	Sentences in each paragraph are related.  Each paragraph has a clear topic sentence. 
	All Good criteria are present. Good transitions exist.



	Citations
	Sources of information are not cited
	Some, but not all, sources of information are cited.  APA citation style is not used consistently.
	All sources of information are cited.  Minor problems exist in use of APA citation style.
	All Good criteria are present. APA citation style is used correctly.

	Length
	
	Paper is less than minimum required length.
	Paper has required minimum length.
	Paper is longer than required minimum length.


	Clarity
	
	
	
	

	Voice
	Inappropriate formality, tone, balance, manner of address. Significant use of jargon, clichés, slang, sexist language.


	 Minor use of inappropriate formality, tone, balance, manner of address. Some use of jargon, clichés, slang, s.l..


	Appropriate formality, tone, balance, manner of address used. Minor use of jargon, clichés, slang, s.l..


	Appropriate formality, tone, balance, manner of address used. No jargon, clichés, slang, s.l..



	Sentence Craft
	No variety. Many wordy sentences or only short sentences. Many confusing shifts. Little use of active verbs.


	Little variety is provided. Some use of active verbs.  Some wordy sentences. Some confusing shifts.  Many short sentences.


	Variety is provided. Some use of active verbs. No confusing shifts. Occasional wordy sentences. Many short sentences.


	Variety is provided. Good use of active verbs. No confusing shifts. No wordy sentences.



	Mechanics
	
	
	
	

	Spelling
	Many spelling errors
	At most 2 errors.
	At most 1 error.
	No spelling errors.

	Punctuation
	Many punctuation errors.
	At most 2 errors.
	At most 1 error.
	No errors.

	Sentence Struc.
	Many errors.
	At most 2 errors.
	At most 1 error.
	All sentences use correct grammar.



	Usage


	Many word usage errors.
	At most 2 word usage errors.
	At most 1 error in word usage.  
	All words used correctly


