Plagiarism Statement   

The internet and World Wide Web have made getting information on any subject easier than it has ever been.  At the same time, the web has made it extremely easy for students to directly copy information and put it, unaltered, into their own work.  This means that some students are turning in someone else’s work and claiming that it is their own.  This is cheating.  To be more precise it is called plagiarism.  Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s work as your own.  The consequences of plagiarism are severe.  Punishment can range from an “F” on the assignment to expulsion from the College and a permanent note in your academic record.  Please weigh the consequences of cheating on your assignments.  Nothing you will be assigned in this course will outweigh your academic future or your long term goals.  Nearly every problem that might come up can be worked around except for cheating.  
NOTE:   EVERY THING YOU TURN IN IS UNDERSTOOD TO BE YOUR WORK unless you have noted it as otherwise (see below for help on using directly quoted material).
 

Other notes on plagiarism and doing your own work:  
            So you need the facts and information found on a web site (or other source), but how can you transfer the facts you have found to your own work without being accused of plagiarism?  You should take that information and put it in your own words.  This is called paraphrasing.  This can often frustrate students because they do not know how much the original phrase needs to be changed in order for their own work to not be considered plagiarized.  What I tell my students to do is to read the original information and think about what it means.  Once they have that in their mind, I tell them to walk away from the computer for 5 to 10 minutes.  At the end of that time, the students should write down the idea as they remember it.  They will of course need to go back to the web page to insure they have details of their facts correct, but what they (and you) will find is that the ideas they have written down are now in their own words.  You don’t want to use this method every time as it will take forever to write a paper.  I only use this illustration to help you see what it means to paraphrase (to put ideas into your own words).  It might also help to think about how you would explain the idea to a high school student.  
            Remember, even when paraphrasing, you must cite all the information which you have included in your work which is not common knowledge.  If you are in doubt, cite it.
            A note on using directly quoted material.  First, directly quoted material is any phrase that is unchanged from the original.  This is different from plagiarism as the phrase is set inside “quotes” and the phrase is properly cited.  By putting the phrase in quotes and properly citing the material, the student is clearly saying that “this phrase is not my work but I think the words are important enough to include directly.”  There are generally only three times you should use directly quoted material.  Art, History, and News.  Is the phrase art and as such will the quality/meaning of the phrase be lost due to paraphrasing?  “To be or not to be?”  “My dear I don’t give a damn.” “Red fish, blue fish, one fish, two fish.”  While the previous statements are also historical, they have merit because of their artistic value.  “I Have a Dream.” “This is one small step for man.”  “Watson, come here!”  These phrases, while having some artistic value, are really known for their historic value and would lose much if they were paraphrased.  Finally, directly quoted material is often used when interviewing individuals.  This is used to help the reader of the article feel as though they are hearing directly from the speaker.  So, unless your quoted material falls into one of these three categories, you should never use directly quoted material.  If you interview someone (and you might), read several newspaper articles and note how often the interviewee is actually quoted.  You’ll find that it is very sparingly.
Integrity Pledge


I pledge that I followed of the letter of the plagiarism guidelines as well as the spirit.
Name: __________________  Date: _____________ 

