For each journal article, we had students complete this reading guide (instead of simply assigning the reading).  Often times, this became the vehicle for small group discussion the following day.  (i.e. "What did you have as the author's main ideas?").
The primary way we know this works is that students told us so in their end of course comments.  Many grumbled about having to do the "busywork" but admitted that it made them look at the reading in more detail than they would have.  Towards the end of the semester, when we had a few readings that we did not do the critical reading guides, the discussion (and preparation) was significantly worse. 
- J.L. Vertin & Danelle Deboer 

LAR 271 Challenging Your Perspective

Critical Reading Guide

Article Title:  __________________________

Name:  _______________________



1. State, as accurately as possible, what you think the author was trying to accomplish.

2. What is the key question (or questions) that the author is addressing in this article?

3. Identify three quality points that were made by the author.  (These should be written formally, with appropriate citations).  

a.  

b.   

c.   

4. Identify the important conclusions the author comes to.

5. What are the potential implications of the author’s position?  (Will there be any changes in social policy?  Does it change how we think about the issue?  Is the author making a political statement?)

