Instructions for “crafting dialogue” on “Shame” by Dick Gregory
We will use the text of Gregory’s essay to practice the craft of creating “Question Clusters” as discussed in Chapter Four from Engaging Minds: Constructivist Methods for the Secondary Classroom. Your goal is to stimulate “dialogue” amongst the group, in this case in small groups initially, then as a full class.

Trigger



Probe



Probe

Redirect (could be another trigger, potentially leading to a new question 

   sequence)

Step 1 - Individually
Determine your personal response to this “trigger”: 

Who gave the best lesson and what was it, the wino, Helene or the teacher? 
Step 2 – Collectively
Move to one of the small group location connected with your response and share your reasoning. (Be sure each person shares.)

Draft a group response that synthesizes the conversation.

Step 3
a) Exchange your trigger response with another group, read through and discuss the answer. 

b) Using your “stem guide,” discuss two probes that will open a dialogue with the other group based on the initial trigger response you have read and write this.
Step 4

Read, discuss and give a written respond to the probes.
Step 5

Exchange one more time, read through the responses, and then draft a redirect question. Remember you want to expand the dialogue beyond its current focus to include other elements of the reading but you do not want to ignore the foundation already present. 

Step 6

Full class discussion – each group will read the redirect to the other group and we will engage in a discussion based on their response.

