You asked me to jot down some ideas for classwork to promote discussion and check reading comprehension.  Here are a few things I have done and still do in class following a reading assignment:

1. Distribute index cards to each student. Ask students to write two or three sentences in response to a reading question (either posed in a class discussion or on a reading assignment sheet). Students do not sign the cards.  After ten minutes collect and redistribute the cards.  Students read aloud and we discuss the responses.  

Rationale:  each student focuses on a topic; comments are anonymous, freeing student to say anything; students select the comments for discussion---giving them ownership of the particular content/topic.

2. An alternate of the above is having students sign the cards and reading their own comments.

3. Begin class in small groups (4 or 3).  The group assigns a notetaker. Discuss one question from a handout or reading guideline and keep notes.  About 20 minutes.  Full class discussion after the notetaker reads---either one group at a time or after all of the notetakers report.

4. Pre-assign a discussion leader (preferably have a designated class day, say Wednesdays, when students lead discussion.), or 

5. One of the above groups is the designated discussion leader. (Discussion leader(s) come to class with questions or a plan.)

6. For specific training in writing or analyzing:  Prof. circulates excerpts from the reading (a few short paragraphs). Each small group analyzes the passage (according to questions about style, content, vocabulary, etc.)  Each group describes, explains, analyzes an excerpt.

7. Same as above.  Each group writes a new paragraph imitating the syntax and semantics of the excerpt, substituting nouns, verbs.  In other words, a new subject with the same exact style and structure.

**** I can add as I remember other ideas.
